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Where is God in THAT? 
Genesis 50:15-21 

13 September 2020 
sermon by Rev. Jessica McCrae 

 

There was an old farmer who had worked his crops for many years.  

One day his horse ran away.  Upon hearing the news, his neighbours 

came to visit.  “Such bad luck,” they said to the man sympathetically. 

 “Maybe,” the farmer replied. 

 The next morning the horse returned, bringing with it three 

other wild horses.  “How Wonderful,” the neighbours exclaimed to the 

farmer. 

 “Maybe,” he replied. 

 The following day, his son tired to ride one of the untamed 

horses, was thrown, and broke his leg.  The neighbours again came 

to offer their sympathy on his misfortune. “Such bad luck,” they said 

to the farmer. 

 “Maybe,” he answered. 

 The day after the accident, military officials came to the village 

to draft young men into the army.  Seeing that the son’s leg was 

broken, they passed him by.  The neighbours congratulated the 
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farmer on how well things had turned out.  “What good fortune!”  they 

exclaimed. 

 “Maybe,” said the farmer. 

 

 We love those stories, don’t we?  Well part of them, anyway.  

We love seeing how good can come out of bad, piecing together how 

God’s grace comes through in the midst of even the most tragic 

circumstances.  It helps us make some sense out of life.  It helps us 

make sense of things when joy turns abruptly to frustration or 

heartache. It helps us know that even when things are at their 

darkest, God has not left us.  It gives us hope that our suffering might 

be in aid of setting into motion something positive, something better, 

something beneficial.  We like the idea that things are part of a bigger 

plan, and if we have to suffer, well at least something good can come 

of it. 

 Not unlike the story of Joseph.  Just to give you a recap, in 

case you have forgotten, Joseph’s life was filled with its share of ups 

and downs.  He was the favourite son in his family, given a coat of 

many colours and all the attention and coddling a young man could 

hope for from his adoring father and attentive mother.  His head was 
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filled with dreams and he took every opportunity he could to rub his 

brother’s noses in his status within the family, and his special gifts.  

His brothers finally had enough when he told about a dream in which 

sheaves of wheat (symbolic of his brothers, of course) bowed down 

before him.  Well, that was it.  The brothers in a fit of jealous rage and 

utter frustration at their annoying brother threw him in a pit, sold him 

into slavery and told their father that the hyenas must have eaten 

him.  Well rid, they thought. 

 And then the famine came.  After the pit, it seems Joseph found 

his way to Egypt, bought and sold a few times along the way.  His 

wisdom at dream interpretation found him a spot high up on the 

political ladder with Pharoah, advising and directing the food shares 

after recognizing that a famine was in the making.   

 Now as it turns out, Joseph’s brothers were caught up in the 

famine, and needing to buy some grains they made their way to 

Egypt where Joseph quickly recognized them (though they did not 

recognize him).  And proceeded to wage psychological warfare on 

them, planting silver coins and goblets in the sacks of grain and 

sending the authorities after them on charges of theft.  You know, the 

stuff of payback.  And one can’t really blame him, after all the 
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brothers essentially stole his life away.  But things worked out in the 

end.  Very well in fact, for Joseph and for his family.  If those events 

in the past had not been set into motion they all may well have died in 

the famine, and thousands more with them.  Joseph extended 

forgiveness to his brothers and said, “No worries, even thought you 

intended me harm, God intended it for good, so that all these people 

didn’t die in the famine.” 

 God intended it for good. 

 Ok, so is that just Joseph looking backward on the situation and 

saying “look at all the good that came out of that horrible thing you did 

to me”?  Or is he really suggesting that God set all of those events 

into motion for this purpose.  In other words is he saying that he HAD 

to go through something as horrible as slavery, something as 

degrading and soul breaking as being bought and sold and removed 

from everything familiar to him, so that others might survive a famine?  

Do we have to suffer to bring about good?  Is there no other way to 

get from point A to point B?   

 It is a fine line, but a very distinct one.  Whether we believe that 

horrible circumstances are never powerful enough to prevent God’s 

grace and new life from breaking though, or whether we believe that 
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God wills that horrible circumstances happen to us in order to bring a 

divine plan to fruition. God can bring good out of darkness … or God 

requires the darkness to bring about good. 

 What do you think? 

 When bad things happen, where is God in THAT? 

 It is a tough but important question for us, as people of faith 

living in a world that is broken.  It is an important question to be 

asking 6 months into this covid pandemic, with the world turned 

upside down, people still being infected and dying, and the 

uncertainty of winter fast approaching.  Where is God in this 

pandemic? 

  Let’s look again at this passage. When we’re dealing with 

scriptural stories and there is one word that is causing us a problem, 

it doesn’t hurt to investigate that one word a little bit.  And in our case 

today the word in question is “Intended”.  Specifically, when Joseph 

says, “God intended it for good.” Which of course sounds like God 

planned it, God intended for Joseph’s brothers to sell him into slavery 

so that God could then bring about good.  According to the Hebrew 

lexicon, the Hebrew word translated here as “intended” can have a 

variety of nuances.  So while Joesph’s brothers may have intended 
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harm, God, it is suggested, reckoned it for good, or reconciled it for 

good.  It is a small but distinct difference, and a reminder of the risk of 

reading a translated scripture too literally.   

 God took what was meant for harm and out of it created 

something good.  When we look at this story of Joseph it is clear, 

God brought light into darkness, life out of the dead bits, enabled 

forgiveness where there was deep resentment.   I think this fits with 

our experience of God, in our community and in our personal lives.  

 And that is another important thing to consider.   

 When we read scripture we need to look at our experience of 

God against it.  Does it fit with our experience of God?  Because our 

lives are an experience of the Risen Christ, too, and an experience of 

the grace and hope of God.  Never dismiss your experience of God, 

or underestimate its importance in what the scripture is inviting you to 

learn. 

 God reckoned, or reconciled this harm for good. 

 I think God would do that.  I know God would do that.  I know 

that God does break into this world and meet us in the brokenness 

and darkness and bring us to something good, create something 

good something that we couldn’t foresee or imagine.  I know God 
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would do that, because I know God has done that.  And I know God 

will do that again. 

 Truth is, there is a lot of randomness and chaos in this world. 

Covid has certainly made us come to terms with that.  Sometimes 

things happen that upend our world – a pandemic hits, or disease 

comes upon someone we love, accidents happen or someone does 

some really awful things to us. But I don’t see all of that misery as 

what God wants for us.  In fact, within this pandemic we have seen so 

many signs of God’s grace and new life, with people reaching out to 

support one another, protecting the most vulnerable among us, caring 

for one another and pulling together all of our expertise and 

knowledge to find treatments and cures.  Even in this, there are 

moments of grace. 

 God is still in this, reconciling this world with all of its pain and 

imperfection and pandemics, with the world God envisions for us, 

where there is more light than darkness, more life than disease, and 

more joy than terror. Bringing something good out of the harm. 

 It isn’t always immediately clear, but God’s grace is breaking in, 

creating a path for us out of whatever muck we find ourselves stuck 

in.  And maybe one day instead of labelling stuff as bad luck, or good 
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fortune, wonderful or evil, we’ll just be able to say, “It is life, and God 

is in that.”  Amen. 

 

  


