
 
Order of Worship 

 Sunday December 27, 2020 
 

God Invites Us to Gather 

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements   

Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that our church is on the Treaty Lands and Territory 
of the Mississaugas of the Credit. For thousands of years the first 
peoples gathered, love, celebrated, created, and overcame great 
obstacles on this land. We give thanks that we can create community 
here too and pray that the communities we create will be spaces of 
peace and respect for all. 

Call to Worship 
As we think of the birth of Christ child. 
We worship with hope. 
As we trusted in the miracle of Christmas. 
We worship with faith. 
As we celebrated with laughter. 
We worship with joy. 
And as we wait for the new year. 
We worship with peace. 

Prayer 

Hymn 71 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime (words below) 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer for Illumination 
Dear God, 
We welcome You amongst us and celebrate the gift of light that you 
have lavished upon us. 
Open our minds so that we may receive Your eternal wisdom. 
Open our spirits so that we may know Your leading and guidance. 
And open our hears so that we may receive Your wonderful love. 
We ask all this in your name. Amen. 

 
Scripture Psalm 148 & Luke 2:21-38 

Sermon Keeping the Hope of Christmas Alive 
  Jessica Stevenson 

Hymn 56 Jesus, Our Brother (words below) 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn 44 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (words below) 

Blessing and Benediction 
May the joy of angels, 
The humility of the shepherds, 
And the peace of the Christ-Child 
Be God’s gift to all people This Christmas and always. 
May the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Be with you now and for evermore. 
Amen  
(Church of Scotland)  

Postlude  

 

 

We warmly welcome Jessica Stevenson as guest preacher! 

Biography for Jessica Stevenson 

Jessica is a 4th year university student studying international 
development and globalization at the University of Ottawa. Active in 
the church from a young age (ask her about staring as an angel in the 
church musical with a broken leg) she’s been involved in retreats, 
musicals, drama, Sunday School, Godly Play and VBS, as a participant 
and volunteer. Now a “grown-up” she is a member of the Shinning 
Waters Regional Executive and a recently completed an internship at 
the General Council Office.  She is the proud daughter of a recently 
ordained minister. In her “spare time” she likes to cuddle with her cat 
“cat-Kirk” (it’s a Gilmore girls thing), play board games, and visit 
museums. 



71  ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 

1 ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime, 
when all the birds had fled, 
that mighty Gitchi Manitou 
sent angel choirs instead; 
before their light the stars grew dim, 
and wandering hunters head the hymn; 

Jesus your King is born, 
Jesus is born, 
In excelsis gloria.  

2 Within a lodge of broken bark 
the tender babe was found, 
a ragged robe of rabbit skin 
enwrapped his beauty round; 
but as the hunter braves drew nigh, 
the angel song rand loud and high: R 

3 The earliest moon of wintertime 
is not so round and fair 
as was the ring of glory on 
the helpless infant there. 
The chiefs from far before him knelt 
With gifts of fox and beaver pelt. R 

4 O children of the forest free, 
the angel song is true, 
the holy child of earth and heaven 
is born today for you. 
Come, kneel before the radiant boy, 
Who brings you beauty, peace and joy: R 

Words: John d Brébeuf ca. 1641; Englis trans. Jesse Edgar 
Middleton 1926 alt. (Public Domain) 
Music: French folksong, 16th century, arr. By H. Barrie Cabena 
1970 (Public Domain) (JESOUS AHATONHIA) 
 

56  Jesus Our Brother 

1 Jesus our brother, kind and good 
was humbly born in a stable rude, 
and the friendly beasts around him stood, 
Jesus, our brother, kind and good 

2 "I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown, 
"I carried the mother up hill and down, 
I carried his mother to Bethlehem town; 
I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown 

3 "I," said the cow, all white and red, 
"I gave him my manger for his bed, 
I gave him my hay to pillow his head; 
I," said the cow, all white and red 

4 "I," said the sheep with curly horn, 
"I gave him my wool for his blanket warm, 
he wore my coat on Christmas morn; 
I," said the sheep, with curly horn 

5 "I," said the dove from the rafters high, 
"I cooed Him to sleep so that he should not cry, 
we cooed him to sleep, my mate and I; 
I," said the dove from the rafters high. 

6 Thus all the breasts by some good spell, 
in the stable dark were glad to tell 
of the gifts they gave Emmanuel, 
the gifts they gave Emmanuel. 

Words: French carol, 12 century, trans. Robert Davis alt. (Public Domain) 
Music: medieval French melody, attrib. Pierre de Corbeil, harm. Carlton R. 
Young 1987 (Public Domain) 
Translation © CPP/Belwin Inc. Harmony © 1989 The United Methodist 
Publishing 
Permission to reprint / stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License 736657-A. All rights reserved. 



44  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold, 

“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
from heaven’s all-gracious King!” 

The world in solemn stillness lay 
to hear the angels sing. 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled; 

and still their heavenly music floats 
o’er all the weary world; 

above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hovering wing, 

and ever o’er its Babel sounds 
the blessed angels sing. 

3 Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
the world has suffered long; 

beneath the angel strain have rolled 
two thousand years of wrong; 

and warring humankind hears not 
the love song which they bring. 

O hush the noise, and cease your strife, 
to hear the angels sing. 

 

Words: Edmund Hamilton Sears 1849 alt. (Public Domain) 
Music: Richard Storrs Willis 1850 (Public Domain) 

 

 

Announcements 

This Week’s Sunday School Activity – This is the First Sunday after 
Advent     Reaffirm, Redeem, Rename 

The colours in the worship space change from the blue or purple of Advent, 
to white or gold that symbolizes the celebration of Christmas 
Advent is complete and the Christ has come.  New beginnings can be difficult 
for many people. We rely on the calendar to tell us when it is time to start 
over with new resolutions and we wait until conditions are just right to  start 
doing the new thing that God calls us to do.  On this first Sunday following 
Christmas, we read of God's people declaring about the new beginning 
offered in Jesus.  We are challenged to consider what new beginning we 
might claim in Christ. 

1) Bible Reading- Luke 2: 22-40 
a) What surprising thing happened in this story? 
b) How did Simeon and Anna react to Jesus' presence?  How did they 

rejoice? 
c) How do you think Mary and Joseph felt while this was happening? 

Additional Scripture readings: Isaiah 61: 10-62:3, Galatians 4: 4-7,  Psalm 148 

This week’s scripture passages tell us that righteousness and salvation would 
come into the world in the form of a newborn baby, a new beginning.  They 
also speak about the long awaited hope taken form in Christ. 

2) Prayer- Spirit that strengthens us, grant us the courage to shout praise and 
adoration for the work of your hands.  On the precipice of a new year, we 
are reminded of new beginnings.  Help us hear a fresh word and 
strengthen us to take on the work of a new beginning.  Grant us the peace 
and clarity of mind to think, act and love in your name.       Amen. 

Virtual Coffee Hour - Gather at your computer, tablet or smartphone on 
Zoom for coffee hour at 11:00 am Sunday. We can support up to 100 
participants on this. For more information click on 
https://www.streetsvilleunited.ca/events/virtual-coffee-hour-2/ 

Wed. 11:00 am – Virtual Café Join us on your computer, tablet or 
smartphone on Zoom for coffee! Every Wednesday morning. For more 
information click on https://www.streetsvilleunited.ca/events/virtual-cafe/ 

Please let Rev. Jessica know when any of our members or friends are in 
hospital or in need of pastoral attention – 647-222-9683 (cell); 905-826-
1542 (office); revjmccrae@gmail.com 

Our Prayer Chain is available.  When you have a prayer concern, call Kate 
Sparrow @ 905-302-4549 or the church office. 

https://www.streetsvilleunited.ca/events/virtual-coffee-hour-2/
https://www.streetsvilleunited.ca/events/virtual-cafe/

