
Order of Worship 
 Sunday November 28 
First Sunday of Advent 

 

God Invites Us to Gather 

Prelude  

Welcome & Announcements 

Land Acknowledgement 
The ground we stand on today is rich in the traditions of many First 
Nations people and the Metis. We acknowledge that our church is on 
the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit. These 
lands surrounding the Great Lakes are steeped in Indigenous history. As 
we gather to worship today on these treaty lands, we do so in solidarity 
with our Indigenous brothers and sisters. 

Call to Worship (said in unison) 
It doesn’t matter whether or not you can have faith; whether or not 
you are cynical or despairing, hope-filled or hope-less: what matters 
to God is simply that you are here. 

We are entering the time of Advent, in preparation for Christmas. 
Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again in the most ordinary 
parts of our world and our lives that we need prepare for it. 

We need to make the space in our lives where love might be born.  

Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark world. Together, let 
us practice being ready in the faith that Christ will come. 
~ written by Cheryl Lawrie and posted on [hold this 
space]. http://holdthisspace.org.au/all-of-who-we-are/ 

Hymn 1 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Voices United 

Advent Candle Lighting: 

One: Arise and be bold, good news of hope is here! 

All: The warm glow of the Divine lightens our hearts. 

One: Here we are together, not alone. We join with the cloud of 
witnesses here, there, elsewhere, and everywhere. On this first Sunday 
in Advent, we will dream and imagine a different future, a rising-up and 
life-flourishing one. We are witnesses to hope. (The first candle is lit and 
a story is told.) 

All: Our habit of hope and hoping finds sustenance and meaning in 
God’s promise of fullness of life.  

Advent Prayer 

Words of Assurance 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Luke 21:25-36 

Sermon Safe at Home Mary Parsons 

Hymn 713 I See a New Heaven  Voices United 

 

Our Response to God 

Our Offerings 

Prayer of Dedication 

Special Music O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Charles Galetar 
 Duet – Cathy Hitchcock, Dianne Nowoselski 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn 2 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Voices United 

Blessing 

Postlude 

 

This week we warmly welcome Mary Parsons as guest Preacher and Robin 
Dalgleish as guest musician. 

 

http://holdthisspace.org.au/all-of-who-we-are/


 

About Mary Parsons – Mary is a United Church ‘lifer’, baptized and 
married in Bluevale, a small village in southwestern Ontario and has 
lived in Oakville since 1988. After retiring from a long nursing career in 
2020, Mary felt a gentle calling to lay worship leadership and began 
studies through the United Church of Canada toward becoming a 
Licensed Lay Worship Leader. Hoping to complete the course by next 
June it has given her an opportunity for deep reflection of her own 
theology and awareness of the responsibility to preach the Word of 
God. Mary’s practical leadership style includes honouring tradition while 
bringing God’s message of love and grace into our everyday lives.  
 

Sunday School 

This Week's Sunday School Activities - Sprouting Leaves 

This week marks the beginning of Advent and the new church year. It 
is a season of waiting, longing, promise and preparation. During this 
time, we are called to heighten our awareness of the signs of God's 
reign that break through the hopelessness that sometimes surrounds 
us. This week's scriptures invite us into this time of waiting by 
reminding us to stay alert for signs of new life, even as we give thanks 
for what God has already done. 

1) The focus Bible Reading this week is Jeremiah 33: 14-16.  After 
several generations of being tossed back and forth by various rulers, 
the kingdom Judah is about to experience upheaval: a new Babylonian 
threat, which will eventually reshape the land and its people. Jeremiah 
will live to see the destruction of Jerusalem, the Babylonian exile and 
the end of the kingdom of Judah. This prophet addresses a people who 
are feeling helpless and hopeless. Their lives are under the control of 
rulers and empires that make decisions based and power and politics.  
Jeremiah is often shown as a harsh prophet and warns of the 
judgement that will incur if the people do not adhere to the laws of 
God. However, in these verses, he is shown to be a more comforting 
and hopeful voice. He has shown ultimate faith in God in a seemingly 
hopeless situation. God has assured Jeremiah that with Him, all things 
are possible. 

Questions to consider after reading this Bible passages.  

a) Why might this message be a surprise to people who considered 
themselves "chosen"?  b) What does Jeremiah say about the leader 
that will come?  c) In what ways do you think of the future as 
promising and why?  d) Where is there a need for righteousness, 
justice and safety in the world today?  e) What gives you hope that 
justice and peace will happen in our world and in our lives? 

Additional Scripture Readings:  1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13, Psalm 25: 1-10 
and Luke 21: 25-36 

Advent is a reminder that we live in the "not yet" time. How do we 
remain faithful to God when our hopes are as yet fulfilled? Like 
Jeremiah, our waiting is filled with purpose and a certainty that even in 
the midst of chaos and struggle, righteousness will prevail insofar as 
we ourselves embody it. 

2) Prayer: Loving God, in our often busy and consumer filled world, you 
call us to be patient. You invite us to trust in your everlasting word. 
Strengthen us we pray, to hear your word, to believe your word and to 
respond to your word in our daily living.         Amen 

How to get ready for Christ (mas) 

1) Send a card or thank you note to a friend 
2) Make a list of the gifts that you bring to your community 
3) Pray for those who are looking for signs of hope in the world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a walk or drive by the church to see the newly 
erected Crèche - characters complete with masks! 



Announcements 

COVID Prescreening – If you are attending a church service, please 
prescreen before your arrival. This will go a long way to streamlining the 
entry process and allow everyone to get to a seat quickly. See below for 
prescreening symptoms and guidelines.  

Christmas Service – A Church Christmas service is being planned for 
Sun. Dec. 19th. Robin Dalgleish will be our musical accompanist. The 
service will include Christmas hymns and songs, Christmas bible 
readings and special Christmas readings and prayers. Advent Candles – 
We will be lighting the Advent Candles for the 4 weeks of the season, 
beginning Nov. 28th. If you are interested in participating in either of 
these, please contact Cathy Hitchcock 905-564-0139 or 
hitchcock@rogers.com  

Pastoral Charge Supervisor – Rev. Kate Young is the church’s Pastoral 
Charge Supervisor until a supply Minister is found. She can be reached 
at 416-577-3305 or kate@munnsunited.com 
 

Christmas Donations 

After the success of last year's Christmas donations from our 
congregation to various local organizations, we are looking forward to 
contributing again this year. The following information is about the 
specific organizations, what they would appreciate receiving and how 
you can help if you wish. 

1. The Elizabeth Fry Society.  They we would appreciate receiving gifts 
for their women and girls who are working on re-integrating into 
society. They accommodate 10 youth females and 15 adult women in 
their residential programs for a total of 25. They would prefer gift cards 
and small hygiene items for them, as their program has high turnover, 
and it is easier for the women and girls to access outside stores once 
they leave their program. They look for Walmart, Shopper’s Drug Mart 
and dollar store cards. 

2. The Salvation Army. The Salvation Army has been an organization 
that our Sunday School has contributed to for many years. They would 
appreciate receiving gift certificates from Claire’s, Shopper’s Drug Mart 
and Dollar Stores.  They would be happy to receive certificates for food 
stores. This year, they are accepting new toys and games as well. 

3.  The Open Door.  For years, our congregation has been supporting 
The Open Door with gifts, clothing and meals for their clients. This year 
due to Covid, they are only looking for gift certificates and toiletry 
items. They always appreciate small gift bags with these items or 
donated individually. 

4.  Eden Food for Change. Since this food bank now operates a satellite 
site from Streetsville United Church, there is an opportunity to donate 
non-perishable items to them. 

5. Cash If you would prefer to donate cash, it would also be 
appreciated.    

How you can help 
If you have gift certificates or cash and are attending in-person services, 
you can place them in an envelope with the Organization's name on the 
front and put in the collection box. If you have food or games and toys, 
there will be baskets in the Narthex. Gift certificates or cash in an 
envelope may be placed in one of the two secure mail boxes at the 
church. You may also bring the food and toys or games to the church 
during the week when Kelly is in the office Tue – Fri 8:30 am to 12:30 
pm. Ring the bell outside the office door and she can take your 
donations. The last day for donations to be accepted will be Sunday 
December 12th and will be delivered that week.     
If you have any questions or need assistance with your deliveries, please 
call Cathy Hitchcock at 905-564-0139. Thank you in advance for your 
assistance once again this year. 
 
Our Prayer Chain is available.  When you have a prayer concern, call 
Kate Sparrow @ 905-302-4549 or the church office. 
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Givings - We continue to have expenses, such as utilities and salaries. If 
you are not on PAR, offering can be provided by:  

 You can e-transfer directly to the church. From your online banking, 
add a recipient using the name Streetsville United Church and email 
address info@streetsvilleunited.ca E-transfers are automatically 
deposited in the church account with no need for a password. Please 
note that e-transfers will be included on your tax receipt. More 
guidance here. 

 You can e-transfer directly to the UCW. From your online banking, 
add a recipient using the name UCW Streetsville United Church 
and email address stvlucw@bell.net. E-transfers are automatically 
deposited in the church account with no need for a password. 
Please note that e-transfers will be included on your UCW tax 
receipt. More guidance here. 

 Canada Helps (tax receipts provided by Canada Helps) at 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/13238 

 Mailing in a cheque (or post-dated cheques to Streetsville United 
Church at 274 Queen St. South, Mississauga, ON L5M 1L8  

 Pre-Authorized Remittance: We also now have over ten years’ 
experience with United Church PAR, which automatically makes 
monthly deposits to the church. For more details, contact Neil 
Beattie at nbeattie@rocketmail.com or 416-909-0042. 
 

Cheques/envelopes can also be dropped off in the mailboxes at the front 
or back doors of the church. They are locked & secure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covid-19 Screening Questions 

Symptoms of COVID-19 may be different for each person. It's 
important that you do not ignore symptoms, even if they are mild. 
Look for symptoms that are new, getting worse, or different than 
usual for you. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, self-isolate and get 
tested immediately. 

If you are experiencing any of the following symptoms, please 
do not come to Church: 
• fever (37.8 C or higher) and chills 

• cough or barking cough (croup) 

• shortness of breath 

• decrease or loss of sense of smell or taste 

• muscle aches and joint pain (for adults) 

• extreme tiredness (for adults) 

• nausea, vomiting and diarrhea (for children and youth) 

Less common symptoms may occur. Special attention should be paid 
if they happen in children, seniors, and people living with a 
developmental disability. 

Thank you for keeping us all safe! 

 

 

 

 
Streetsville United Church Leadership Team 

Minister: Vacant  

Organist/Choir Director:  Vacant 

Church Council Chair:  Bill Powell 

Sunday School Leader:   Vacant 

Admin Assistant: Kelly Crewson kellycrewson@streetsvilleunited.ca  

Office:  info@streetsvilleunited.ca  Tel:  905-826-1542 

Website: www.streetsvilleunited.ca 

Address: 274 Queen St. S, Mississauga, ON, L5M 1L8 
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